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The expressiveness of the rhythm of clay explains
the broad usage and tradition of pottery making.
Clay gives shape to the beauty of art and things that
touch our hearts. Clay links nature and civilization.
Clay evolves as the world keeps rolling on. And clay
reflects the context of the times in which it takes
shape. All of these attributes of clay are revealed in
the Taiwan Ceramics Biennale. The exploration and
experiment of materials for ceramic art creation

are not entirely a dichotomy between “ceramic-
oriented crafts” and “ceramic-made conceptual
creation”. From the perspective of “art being an
inevitable product of human society” and “clay itself
being the characteristic of ceramic art”, ceramic art
offers viewers an aesthetic experience. Even though
proficient and superlative techniques are the most
important foundation in the process of ceramic art
creation, it all comes back to human in the end. In
fact, everything is related to one's daily experiences,
introspection and feelings, which nourishes the
creativity of artists/creators.

The Taiwan Ceramics Biennale gathers refined
contemporary ceramic art pieces from the five
continents of the world. Here we see ceramic artists
all around the world making their utmost efforts to
accurately depict and reflect social reality with their
proficient skills and various combinations of ceramic
raw materials, glazes and firing methods. These
artists leave traces of touch in their finished works.
They incorporate new aesthetics and worldviews.
They go beyond traditional boundaries and
limitations. They also convey their ruminations about
issues of this rapidly changing world. The total of
109 pieces of artwork in the Biennale are categorized
into four sub-themes based on their form, concept,
and techniques employed. They present 109 exquisite
works of ceramic art, expressing themes and narratives
which are technical, experimental, conceptual, classical
and documental. They will offer viewers a space for
diversity of dialectics.
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Aesthetics and Philosophy

From a Contemplative Understanding of Objects
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Contained Chrysanthemum portrays geometry and
strength in nature by uilizing the chrysanthemum
from historical Chinese painting. Chrysanthemum
blooms symbolized the virtue to withstand all

adversities.

——— CBWTE> Contained Chrysanthemum
28 Grand Prize
Susan Beiner (%8 usa)

Nature’s geometric phenomenon and power withstand
adversity; the fragile ecosystems of animals, plants and
human evolve to respond to environmental changes. These
conceptions and movements are strongly revealed in the
works of art. These artists persist, strive, and advocate
in life. They themselves explore the equilibrium in the
connection between nature and culture (civilization), and
add power and appeal to their works by covering the topics
of society, ecology and vitality.
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Meticulous Structures
and Aesthetic Lines
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The creators spend a long time on blending glazes.
They employ various techniques, both new and old,
such as throwing and pinch, to accurately extend,
shape, and arrange the solid and thick lumps of clay
in their hands. Their works show either container-
like meticulous structures, abstract aesthetic lines, or
rigorous arrangement. These works outline uninterrupted
continuity and intuitive coordination. Some of them reveal
the lightness and fragility of ceramics while others reveal
the stability and simplicity of ceramics.
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Pottery is fragile. But that makes it beautiful.
NWC 1904

£1 Gold Prize
PAERLH Naoki Kato (82 japan)
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Exploration and Experiments
on Technical and Material Limitations
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pushing us both to our physical limits.

EELITL> Compressed Mass
4828 Silver Prize
Brad Taylor (3 us

HIOREIMHEMEREY  BRREZAHER  £8
B BALHERIERANBISORAES - B8R
MERRENER  EARBRERER  BEXS
B FE BRI RLL - L EARRERE  WT
TRAE ~ RRED 0 RRRTEMMXES 5 0 BER
A AR RBAY - ARENEA BRI
BEE MK o

With respect to the intrinsic strength of clay material, some
artists allow clay to work spontaneously, and others try
to capture and innovate their unique visual languages,
embodying the limitations of materials and human senses.
Sharp contrasts are formed between enormous volume
and light texture, as well as hardness and fragility. Clay
leaves ashes and marks after fired at a high temperature.
The transfer and combination of forms—three-dimensional
and two-dimensional—and the controllability and fortuity
of form expression become a creative language unique to
ceramics. And the results are quite intriguing.
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Dialectics of the Essence of Art
in Tradition and Innovation
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The dialectical study of tradition and innovation is
something no one can get away from when examining the
development of any forms of art. Here are some pieces of
art in which the artists not only carry traditional ceramic
skills but also incorporate the essence of modern art.
These works seem to be succinct and quiet, but they clearly
demonstrate their creators’ mastery of materials, which
grants contemporaneity to ceramics.
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sation Between Green and White
124 Bronze Prize

JIANG Shaoging (+EiAs china)
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